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During�the�Living�Maroondah�event�there�were�many�questions�posed�to�our�guest
presenters.�Due�to�time�constraints,�not�all�of�these�were�able�to�be�answered.�Our
presenters�have�now�addressed�these�questions�post�the�event.

Presenter�Q&A:�Dr�Sonia�Nutt���

Q: Should�we�retain�the�native�vegetation�around�our�railway�stations�and�surrounding�
our�railway�trac�s�

A �Yes, it’s�a�great�idea�to�retain�and�replant�railway�stations�and�surrounding�railway�tracks�with�
native�vegetation.�I��entioned�in�the��oru��research�which�indicated�that�vegetation�can�reduce�
cri�e�rates�private�property.��esearch�suggests�a�si�ilar�e��ect��or�pu�lic�places.��he��ore�a�
space�place�looks�like�it’s��een�taken�care�o��thought�is�placed�into�the�area��is�aesthetically�
pleasing�etc��it�can�create�real�and�perceived�perceptions�o��sa�ety.��he��essage�then�would��e�to�
encourage�retaining�the�vegetation�around�railway�stations�and�surrounding�railway�tracks.�
�lease�re�er�to�this�study.�https ��www.sciencedaily.co��releases�!"#"�##�#"##"##$#!%".ht�

Q:��If�I�let�my�indigenous�grasslands�grow,�my�neighbourhood�"neat�police"�tell�me�off.�
How�can�we�change�this?

A:�Neigh�our�perceptions�can��e�pro�le�atic&�I��eel�that�co�es�down�to�a�lack�o��knowledge��and�
perceptions�that�indigenous�vegetation�is�untidy�while��anicured�gardens��ased�on�'uropean�
vegetation�isn’t.��his�an�incorrect��isconception�that�needs�to��e�challenged.�Indigenous�gardens�
can�look��eauti�ul�and�a�suggestion�could��e�to�de�onstrate�this��y�leading�through�e(a�ple�
)personally�through�your�own�e(a�ples�in�the��ront�garden*�or�de�onstrating�local�streets�where�
indigenous�vegetation�is��ore�ront�o��the�design.�+�good�read�is��ro��the�,ature�-onservancy�
./a�itat�,etwork�)although�internationally��ased*�has�so�e�great�points �
http ��content.yard�ap.org�learn��aking.�essy.look.good�and�
http ��content.yard�ap.org�learn�wildli�e.value.o�.a.�essy.garden.


